
Bible Readings: Sunday 2 August 2020 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: 1 Kings 3 (NRSVA) | Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom 

3 1 Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he took Pharaoh’s 
daughter and brought her into the city of David, until he had finished building his own house 
and the house of the LORD and the wall around Jerusalem. 2 The people were sacrificing at 
the high places, however, because no house had yet been built for the name of the LORD. 
3 Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and 
offered incense at the high places. 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was 
the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt-offerings on that altar. 5 At 
Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should 
give you.’ 6 And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my 
father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, 
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you 
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your 
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 
good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?’ 10 It pleased the Lord that 
Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, and have not 
asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed I 
give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like 
you shall arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honour 
all your life; no other king shall compare with you. 14 If you will walk in my ways, keeping my 
statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.’ 
15 Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem, where he stood before 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD. He offered up burnt-offerings and offerings of well-
being, and provided a feast for all his servants. 

2nd Reading: Romans 12 (NRSVA) | One Body, Different Gifts 

12 1 [Paul writes] I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable 
and perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many 
members, and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; 
the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.  



Bible Readings: Sunday 9 August 2020 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: 1 Kings 6 (NRSVA) | Solomon Builds the Temple 

6 1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the Israelites came out of the land of Egypt, 
in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second 
month, he began to build the house of the LORD. 2 The house that King Solomon built for 
the LORD was sixty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high. 3 The vestibule in 
front of the nave of the house was twenty cubits wide, across the width of the house. Its 
depth was ten cubits in front of the house. 4 For the house he made windows with recessed 
frames. 5 He also built a structure against the wall of the house, running around the walls of 
the house, both the nave and the inner sanctuary; and he made side chambers all 
round. 6 The lowest story was five cubits wide, the middle one was six cubits wide, and the 
third was seven cubits wide; for round the outside of the house he made offsets on the wall 
in order that the supporting beams should not be inserted into the walls of the house. 7 The 
house was built with stone finished at the quarry, so that neither hammer nor axe nor any 
tool of iron was heard in the temple while it was being built. 8 The entrance for the middle 
story was on the south side of the house: one went up by winding stairs to the middle story, 
and from the middle story to the third. 9 So he built the house, and finished it; he roofed the 
house with beams and planks of cedar. 10 He built the structure against the whole house, 
each story five cubits high, and it was joined to the house with timbers of cedar. 11 Now the 
word of the LORD came to Solomon, 12 ‘Concerning this house that you are building, if you 
will walk in my statutes, obey my ordinances, and keep all my commandments by walking in 
them, then I will establish my promise with you, which I made to your father David. 13 I will 
dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake my people Israel.’ 14 So Solomon 
built the house, and finished it. 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 10 (NRSVA) | Build Up Others 

10 14 [Paul writes] Therefore, my dear friends, flee from the worship of idols. 15 I speak as to 
sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. 16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not 
a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of 
Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of 
the one bread. 18 Consider the people of Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices partners 
in the altar? 19 What do I imply then? That food sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol 
is anything? 20 No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to 
God. I do not want you to be partners with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord 
and the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of 
demons. 22 Or are we provoking the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he? 23 ‘All things 
are lawful’, but not all things are beneficial. ‘All things are lawful’, but not all things build 
up. 24 Do not seek your own advantage, but that of others.  

31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of 
God. 32 Give no offence to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I try to please 
everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, so that they 
may be saved. 



Bible Readings: Sunday 16 August 2020 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: 1 Kings 9 & 11 (NRSVA) | Solomon Turns from God 

9 1 When Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the king’s house and all 
that Solomon desired to build, 2 the LORD appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had 
appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 The LORD said to him, ‘I have heard your prayer and your plea, 
which you made before me; I have consecrated this house that you have built, and put my 
name there for ever; my eyes and my heart will be there for all time. 4 As for you, if you will 
walk before me, as David your father walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing 
according to all that I have commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my 
ordinances, 5 then I will establish your royal throne over Israel for ever, as I promised your 
father David, saying, “There shall not fail you a successor on the throne of Israel.” 6 ‘If you 
turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep my commandments 
and my statutes that I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship 
them, 7 then I will cut Israel off from the land that I have given them; and the house that I 
have consecrated for my name I will cast out of my sight; and Israel will become a proverb 
and a taunt among all peoples.”’ 

11 1 King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: 
Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concerning 
which the LORD had said to the Israelites, ‘You shall not enter into marriage with them, 
neither shall they with you; for they will surely incline your heart to follow their gods;’ 
Solomon clung to these in love. 3 Among his wives were seven hundred princesses and three 
hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. 4 For when Solomon was old, his 
wives turned away his heart after other gods; and his heart was not true to the LORD his 
God, as was the heart of his father David. 5 For Solomon followed Astarte the goddess of the 
Sidonians, and Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 So Solomon did what was evil 
in the sight of the LORD, and did not completely follow the LORD, as his father David had 
done. 7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for 
Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. 8 He did the 
same for all his foreign wives, who offered incense and sacrificed to their gods. 9 Then 
the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the 
God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, 10 and had commanded him concerning this 
matter, that he should not follow other gods; but he did not observe what 
the LORD commanded. 11 Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, ‘Since this has been your mind 
and you have not kept my covenant and my statutes that I have commanded you, I will 
surely tear the kingdom from you and give it to your servant.’ 

2nd Reading: Ephesians 1 (NRSVA) | Jesus and His Church 

1 15 [Paul writes] I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the 
saints, and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 
spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable 



greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great 
power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over 
all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

  



Bible Readings: Sunday 23 August 2020 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: Luke 8 (NRSVA) | God’s Power – Jesus Calms a Storm 

8 22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, ‘Let us go across to 
the other side of the lake.’ So they put out, 23 and while they were sailing he fell asleep. A 
gale swept down on the lake, and the boat was filling with water, and they were in 
danger. 24 They went to him and woke him up, shouting, ‘Master, Master, we are perishing!’ 
And he woke up and rebuked the wind and the raging waves; they ceased, and there was a 
calm. 25 He said to them, ‘Where is your faith?’ They were afraid and amazed, and said to 
one another, ‘Who then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water, and they 
obey him?’ 

2nd Reading: Colossians 2 (NRSVA) | Built Up in Christ 

2 1 For I want you to know how much I am struggling for you, and for those in Laodicea, and 
for all who have not seen me face to face. 2 I want their hearts to be encouraged and united 
in love, so that they may have all the riches of assured understanding and have the 
knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ himself, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. 4 I am saying this so that no one may deceive you with plausible 
arguments. 5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, and I rejoice to see 
your morale and the firmness of your faith in Christ. 

6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving. 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to 
Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have come to fullness 
in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority.  

  



Bible Readings: Sunday 30 August 2020 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: Luke 15 (NRSVA) | God’s Mercy -- The Waiting Father 

15 11 Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to 
his father, “Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided 
his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and 
travelled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute 
living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 
country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have 
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But 
when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough 
and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’” 20 So he set off and went to his 
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he 
ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 22 But 
the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; 
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us 
eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!” And they began to celebrate. 25 ‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he 
came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves 
and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, “Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” 28 Then he became angry 
and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered 
his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have 
never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 
might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured 
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” 31 Then the father said to 
him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate 
and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and 
has been found.”’ 

2nd Reading: Luke 18 (NRSVA) | The Widow and the Judge 

18 1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart. 2 He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect 
for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, “Grant me 
justice against my opponent.” 4 For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though 
I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.”’ 6 And 
the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his 
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, 
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 
on earth?’ 


