
Bible Readings (Advent / Christmas, December 2020) 

Bible Readings: Sunday 29 November 2020 (Advent 1) 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Advent Week 1 | Hope 

Advent Prayer – Week 1 

(Today is the First Sunday in the season of Advent in which we recall the HOPE we have in 
Jesus Christ.) Lord, our God, help us to prepare to celebrate his birth, to make our hearts 
ready and to place our hope in you. Help us today and every day, to worship you, to hear 
your word, and to do your will by sharing our hope with others. We ask this in the name of 
the one who was born in Bethlehem, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  (A Prayer Book for 
Australia) 

1st Reading: Luke 1 (NRSVA) | The Birth of Jesus Announced 

1 26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The 
Lord is with you.’ 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favour with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34 Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?’[c] 35 The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[d] will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For 
nothing will be impossible with God.’ 38 Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 

2nd Reading: John 1 (NRSVA) | God’s Word Became Human 

1 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24920c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24921d


14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  16 From his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s 
heart, who has made him known. 

  



Bible Readings: Sunday 6 December 2020 (Advent 2) 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Advent Week 2 | Love 

Advent Prayer 

(Today is the Second Sunday in the season of Advent in which we recall the LOVE we have in 
Jesus Christ.) Lord God, your witness, John the Baptist, grew up strong in spirit and prepared 
people for the coming of the Lord Jesus. John loved your people and baptised them in the 
River Jordan to wash away their sins. Help us to have the same love so that we will be 
witnesses to Jesus and spread the good news of your love. Amen.  (A Prayer Book for 
Australia) 

1st Reading: John 1 (NRSVA) | The Testimony of John the Baptist 

1 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.  

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the 
Messiah.’ 21 And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you 
the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22 Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 23 He said, ‘I am the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord”’, as the prophet Isaiah 
said. 

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, ‘Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26 John answered 
them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ 28 This took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

2nd Reading: Luke 2 (NRSVA) | The Birth of Jesus 

2 1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

  



Bible Readings: Sunday 13 December 2020 (Advent 3) 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Advent Week 3 | Peace 

Advent Prayer 

(Today is the Third Sunday in the season of Advent in which we recall the PEACE we have in 
Jesus Christ.) Lord Jesus, Light of the World, the prophets said you would bring peace and 
save your people from trouble. Give peace in our hearts at Christmas. We ask that as we 
wait for you to come again, that you would remain present with us. Help us today, and 
every day to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your will, sharing your peace with 
each other. We ask this in the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  (A Prayer Book for Australia) 

1st Reading: Luke 2 (NRSVA) | Good News of Great Joy 

2 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 ‘Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.’ 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 

2nd Reading: John 1 (NRSVA) | Jesus – The Son of God 

1 29 The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man 
who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” 31 I myself did not know him; but I came 
baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ 32 And John 
testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I 
myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.” 34 And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’ 
 



Bible Readings: Sunday 20 December 2020 (Advent 4) 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Advent Week 4 | Joy 

Advent Prayer 

(Today is the Fourth Sunday in the season of Advent in which we recall the JOY we have in 
Jesus Christ.)  Gracious God, you have visited your people and redeemed us in your Son, 
Jesus: as we prepare to celebrate his birth, make our hearts leap with joy at the sound of 
your word, and move us by your Spirit to bless your wonderful works. We ask this through 
him whose coming is certain, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  (A Prayer Book for 
Australia) 

1st Reading: Luke 1 (NRSVA) | A Mighty Saviour for Us 

1 57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbours and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ 61 They said to 
her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ 62 Then they began motioning to his father to 
find out what name he wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His 
name is John.’ And all of them were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his 
tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their neighbours, 
and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who 
heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the 
hand of the Lord was with him. 

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 

68 ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty saviour for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
    to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 
    before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 By the tender mercy of our God, 
    the dawn from on high will break upon us, 



79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.’ 

80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he 
appeared publicly to Israel. 

2nd Reading: Matthew 2 (NRSVA) | The Visit of the Wise Men 

2 1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 3 When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. 5 They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.’ 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
left for their own country by another road. 

 

  



Bible Readings: Sunday 24 December 2020 (Christmas Eve) 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Christmas Eve | Jesus – Our God and Saviour 

1st Reading: Luke 2 (NRSVA) | The Birth of Jesus 

2 1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 ‘Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.’ 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 

2nd Reading: Titus 2 (NRSVA) | Our Great God and Saviour, Jesus 

2 11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 
of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds. 

 
 

  



Bible Readings: Sunday 25 December 2020 (Christmas) 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Christmas | Jesus – God with Us 

1st Reading: Matthew 1–2 (NRSVA) | Jesus – God with Us 

1 18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not 
be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.’ 22 All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 

23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 

which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with her until 
she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

2 1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 3 When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. 5 They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 

2nd Reading: Titus 3 (NRSVA) | God’s Goodness and Loving-Kindness 

3 4 But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Saviour appeared, 5 he saved us, 
not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, 
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6 This Spirit he poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 The saying is sure.  



Bible Readings: Sunday 27 December 2020 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Good News – Our Salvation 

1st Reading: Isaiah 52 (NRSVA) | The Salvation of Our God 

52 7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
    are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
    who announces salvation, 
    who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
    together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
    the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9 Break forth together into singing, 
    you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the LORD has comforted his people, 
    he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD has bared his holy arm 
    before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
    the salvation of our God. 

2nd Reading: Luke 2 (NRSVA) | My Eyes Have Seen Your Salvation 

2 21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, 
the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 24 and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young 
pigeons.’ 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.’ 



33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of 
a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and 
to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 


