
Bible Readings: Sunday 11 April 2021 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: John 20 (NRSVA) | Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

20 19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

Jesus and Thomas 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 
them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark 
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace 
be with you.’ 27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28 Thomas 
answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 
to believe.’ 

The Purpose of This Book 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 
his name. 

2nd Reading: Acts 1 (NRSVA) | Jesus Presented Himself Alive 

1 1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he 
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over 
the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 

  



Bible Readings: Sunday 18 April 2021 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: Luke 24 (NRSVA) | The Lord Has Risen Indeed 

24 13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had 
happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with 
them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, ‘What are 
you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then 
one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ 19 He 
asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief 
priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we 
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third 
day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. 
They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there, they 
came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 
alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women 
had said; but they did not see him.’ 25 Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and 
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary 
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ 27 Then beginning 
with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures. 

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 
going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening 
and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the 
table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes 
were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to 
each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, 
while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 33 That same hour they got up and returned to 
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were 
saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ 35 Then they told what 
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of 
the bread. 

2nd Reading: Acts 1 (NRSVA) | The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

1 1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented 
himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty 
days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying[a] with them, he ordered them 
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is 
what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with[b] the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26917a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26918b


Bible Readings: Sunday 25 April 2021 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: Mark 1 (NRSVA) | The Good News of Jesus Christ 

1 1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in the 
prophet Isaiah,  

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 3 the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”’, 

4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

2nd Reading: Acts 1 (NRSVA) | The Ascension of Jesus 

1 6 When they had come together, they asked Jesus, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were 
gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, 
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

3rd Reading: Ephesians 4 (NRSVA) | Unity in the Body of Christ 

4 1 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your 
calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and 
through all and in all. 

7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. . . . 11 The gifts he 
gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors 
and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, 13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14 We must no longer be 



children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, 
by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15 But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up 
in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and 
knitted together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working 
properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 


