
Bible Readings: May 2021 

Bible Readings: Sunday 2 May 2021 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: Exodus 19 (NRSVA) | A Priestly Kingdom and a Holy Nation 

19 1 At the third new moon after the Israelites had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that 
very day, they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They had journeyed from Rephidim, 
entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front 
of the mountain. 3 Then Moses went up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain, 
saying, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4 You have seen what 
I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now 
therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 
possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you shall be for me 
a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the 
Israelites.’ 

7 So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words 
that the LORD had commanded him. 8 The people all answered as one: ‘Everything that 
the LORD has spoken we will do.’ Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD. 9 Then 
the LORD said to Moses, ‘I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, in order that the people 
may hear when I speak with you and so trust you ever after.’ 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord, 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

2nd Reading: Acts 1 (NRSVA) | The Ascension of Jesus 

1 6 When they had come together, they asked Jesus, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were 
gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, 
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord, 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

3rd Reading: 1 Peter 2 (NRSVA) | A Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation 

2 4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands 
in scripture: 



‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’ 

7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the very head of the corner’, 

8 and 

‘A stone that makes them stumble, 
    and a rock that makes them fall.’ 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. 

10 Once you were not a people, 
    but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, 
    but now you have received mercy. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord, 
Response: Thanks be to God.   



Bible Readings: Sunday 9 May 2021 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: John 21 (NRSVA) | Jesus Feeds His Disciples 

21 1 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; 
and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas 
called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 
disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with 
you.’ They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They answered him, 
‘No.’ 6 He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So 
they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7 That 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was 
the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. 8 But the 
other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the 
land, only about a hundred yards off. 

9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 
bread. 10 Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ 11 So Simon 
Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of 
them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, ‘Come 
and have breakfast.’ Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because 
they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 
same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after 
he was raised from the dead. 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 16 A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love 
me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my 
sheep.’ 17 He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt 
because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you 
know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, 
I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever 
you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will 
fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.’ 19 (He said this to 
indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow 
me.’ 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord, 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

2nd Reading: Acts 1 (NRSVA) | Devoting Themselves to Prayer 

1 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 
a sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room 



upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord, 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

  



Bible Readings: Sunday 16 May 2021 (Easter Week 7) 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: Luke 24 (NRSVA) | Proclaimed to All Nations 

24 36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 
‘Peace be with you.’ 37 They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost. 38 He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 40 And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 
wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ 42 They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their presence. 

44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must 
be fulfilled.’ 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to 
them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.’ 

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 
heaven. 52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53 and they 
were continually in the temple blessing God. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord, 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

2nd Reading: Acts 1 (NRSVA) | A Witness to Jesus’s Resurrection 

1 15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about 
one hundred and twenty people) and said, 16 ‘Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which 
the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who 
arrested Jesus— 17 for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
ministry.’ . . . 

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was 
taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.’ 23 So 
they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias. 24 Then they prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which 
one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from 
which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’ 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot 
fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord, 
Response: Thanks be to God.   



Bible Readings: Sunday 23 May 2021 (Pentecost) 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: Ezekiel 36 (NRSVA) | A New Heart and a New Spirit 

36 22 Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, 
house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have 
profaned among the nations to which you came. 23 I will sanctify my great name, which has 
been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them; and the 
nations shall know that I am the LORD, says the Lord GOD, when through you I display my 
holiness before their eyes. 24 I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the 
countries, and bring you into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you 
shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 A new 
heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body 
the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put my spirit within you, and make 
you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. 28 Then you shall live in the 
land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord, 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

2nd Reading: Acts 2 (NRSVA) | The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

2 1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 
in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who 
are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and 
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 12 All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13 But others 
sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is 
what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams. 



18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
        and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood, 
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord, 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

  



Bible Readings: Sunday 30 May 2021 (Trinity Sunday) 
NRSVA: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised, © 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

1st Reading: Matthew 28 (NRSVA) | Go and Make Disciples 

28 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came 
and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord, 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

2nd Reading: 1 Timothy 1 (NRSVA) | Christ Jesus Came to Save 

1 12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received 
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, 
making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the 
King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

18 I am giving you these instructions, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies 
made earlier about you, so that by following them you may fight the good fight, 19 having 
faith and a good conscience. By rejecting conscience, certain persons have suffered 
shipwreck in the faith; 20 among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have turned 
over to Satan, so that they may learn not to blaspheme. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord, 
Response: Thanks be to God. 


